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1 . THE TOGOLESE GOVERNMENT HAS EXTREMELY CLOSE RELATIONS 
WITH NIGERIA'S PRESENT LEADERS. FOLLOWING THE OVERTHROW 
OF GENERAL GOWAN, TOGO TOOK SEVERAL STEPS TO INSURE THAT 
ITS PREVIOUS FRIENDSHIP WITH GOWAN WOULD NOT BECOME A 
HINDRANCE IN STATE-TO-STATE RELATIONS. THESE EFFORTS 
RESULTED IN A NUMBER OF DIRECT CONTACTS BETWEEN PRESIDENTS 
EYADEMA AND MURTALA AND PERSONAL RAPPORT WAS SOON 
ESTABLISHED. WHEN MURTALA WAS ASSASSINATED, THE GOVERNMENT 
OF TOGO HAD NO DIFFICULTY IN CONTINUING GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
GENERAL OBASANJO. THIS CONTINUITY OF CLOSE RELATIONS 
AT THE CHIEF OF STATE LEVEL HAS NATURALLY CARRIED OVER 
TO OTHER ECHELONS. IT IS BASED ON SEVERAL ELEMENTS OF 
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MUTUAL ADVANTAGE. THE TOGOLESE SEE IN EVENTUAL REGIONAL 
ECONOMIC COOPERATION A WAY TO OFFSET THE RESTRAINTS OF 
TOGO'S SMALL SIZE AND MARKET. SUCH A GOAL CAN ONLY BE 
ACHIEVED WITH NIGERIAN SUPPORT. THE NIGERIANS. WITH 
AMBITIONS FOR CONTINENTAL INFLUENCE, NEED A FRIEND IN 
THE FRANCOPHONE COURT. THUS, LITTLE TOGO AND GIANT 
NIGERIA HAVE BEEN ABLE TO COOPERATE SUCCESSFULLY ON A 
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BASIS OF MUTUAL ADVANTAGE IN THE CAMPAIGN TO MAKE ECOWAS 
A REALITY. THIS CONCRETE COMMON INTEREST IN FOSTERING 
REGIONAL ECONOMIC AND POLTICAL COOPERATION IS REENFORCED 
BY SHARED, ESSENTIALLY MODERATE, VIEWS ON MANY INTERNATIONAL 
CONTINENTAL, AND REGIONAL PROBLEMS. MOREOVER, THEY BOTH 
FIND MARXIST BENIN, WHICH PHYSICALLY SEPARATES THEM AND 
OCCASIONALLY CLOSES ITS BORDERS, A PAIN IN THE SIDE. 

2. SINCE TOGO AND NIGERIA SHARE GENERALLY PARALLEL VIEWS 
ON MANY AFRICAN ISSUES, TOGO NATURALLY REGARDS NIGERIA’S 
INCREASINGLY INFLENTIAL ROLE IN CONTINENTAL POLITICS 
POSITIVELY. TOGO, HOWEVER. DOES NOT HESITATE TO ACT 

ON ITS OWN OR STEP OUT IN FRONT OF NIGERIA. THUS. IT 
BROKE RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL BEFORE NIGERIA DID AND PRIOR 
TO THE MAJORITY OF AFRICAN STATES. IT DID NOT AGREE WITH 
NIGERIA ON THE PRIORITY TO BE ACCORDED OPPOSITION 
TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN INCURSION INTO ANGOLA IN THE FALL OF 
1975. ALTHOUGH SOUTH AFRICA'S MOVE PUSHED NIGERIA TO 
RECOGNIZE THE MPLA DESPITE MISGIVINGS OVER ITS SOVIET TIES. 

TOGO TOOK THE OPPOSITE VIEW AND ONLY RECOGNIZED THE MPLA 
GOVERNMENT AFTER IT HAD CHASED ITS RIVALS FROM THE FIELD. 

IN GENERAL, TOGO IS LESS INTENSE IN ITS OPPOSITION TO 
APARTHEID AND MINORITY RULE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA AND MORE 
PRONE TO ATTEMPT TO FIND SOLUTIONS THROUGH DIALOGUE. 

IN SUM, DESPITE A GENERAL SIMILARITY OF VIEWS AND NIGERIA'S 
SIZE AND PROXIMITY, TOGO WILL NOT AUTOMATICALLY SUPPORT 
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NIGERIAN POSITIONS IN CONTINENTAL MATTERS. 

3. NEVERTHELESS, WHILE TOGO HAS DEFINITE VIEWS OF ITS 
OWN ON MANY AFRICAN ISSUES, IT IS PRONE TO FOLLOW THE 
AFRICAN CONSENSUS IN INTERNATIONAL FORA. THIS IS BASICALLY 
BECAUSE TOGO CONSIDERS ITSELF TOO SMALL TO HAVE ANY 
INDIVIDUAL IMPACT ON WORLDWIDE ISSUES AND REGARDS MANY OF 
THEM AS MORE OR LESS IRRELEVANT TO ITS CONCERNS. THUS, 

ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES, NIGERIA INFLUENCES TOGO IN ABOUT 
THE DEGREE THAT IT INFLUENCES THE AFRICAN CAUCUS AS A 
WHOLE. TOGO IS CONTENT TO PLAY A PASSIVE ROLE, EXCEPT 
WHEN IT PERCEIVES ITS INTERESTS DIRECTLY AFFECTED. PALMER 
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